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Richard Gates, was interviewe d at 395 E Street SW, Wa shing ton, D.C. 

SA | ~1 ASAC 


Present for the interview were 


|_| Senior Assistant Special Counsel (SASC) Greg Andres, SASC 

Jeannie Rhee, SASC Andrew Weissmann, Assistant Special Counsel (ASC) Aaron 
Zelinsky, and IA £ 
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^After being advised of the official 


identities of the interviewing parties and the nature of the interview, 
Gates provided the following information: 


Gates bega n the interview by advising £ 


were not happy with Gates's cooperation with the Special b7c 
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Counsel's investigation. 
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(Gates) was not aware of the source of the hack. 
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Campaign Response to Hacked Emails 
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Gates said there was also an inside job theory about how the emails 
were obtained fueled by the death of Seth Rich [Note: Seth Conrad Rich was 
an employee of the DNC who was fatally shot in Washington, D.C. on 07/10 
/2016]. Gates said he was never present at any talks suggesting the 
campaign push the inside job theory. The Trump campaign team also thought 
the Democrats were pushing the Russia narrative. 


Gates said Donald Trump Jr. would ask wh ere the emails were in family 
meetings. Michael Flynn, Kushner, Manafort,£ 


Lewandowski, 


Jeff Sessions, and Sam Clovis expressed interest in obtaining the emails 
as well. Gates said the priority focuses of the Trump campaign opposition 
research team were Clinton's emails and contributions to the Clinton 
Foundation. Flynn, 


focused on opposition topics. 


JSessions, Kushner, and Trump Jr. were all 
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Gates said interest in the emails was ratcheting up in the April/May 
2016 timeframe because it was likely the emails could help Trump's 
campaign. | 



Trump Jr. never communicated anything about the 06/09/2016 meeting with 
Gates. After the news broke about the 06/09/2016 meeting, Manafort asked 
Gates if he (Gates) was there. [Note: The 06/09/2016 meeting is a 
reference to a meeting that took place at Trump Tower arranged on the 
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pretense that documents and information that would incriminate Hillary 
Clinton would be provided to the Trump campaign by a Russian government 
attorney later identified as Natalia Veselnitskaya] 



jGates said Trump was interested in the emails but remained composed 
with a healthy skepticism. 


Gates recalled communication with Reince Preibus and 


The RNC 


was energized by Assange's announcement on 06/12/2016. Gates indicated 
that based on a conversation with Manafort, Gates knew the RNC was going 
to run the Wikileaks issue to ground, they had more resources to commit to 
this effort. Trump and.gushner were initially skeptical- about cooperating 
with the RNC, but the. Wikiiaaks issue was a turning-point . 
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Gates said the RNC would put out press releases that would serve to 
amplify the Wikileaks releases. The RNC also indicated they knew the 
timing of the upcoming releases, Gates did not specify who at the RNC knew 
this information. Gates said the only non-public information the RNC had 
was related to the timing of the releases. 


to obtain the 


Gates recall^^ time on the campajg 

said, "get thefljffllgSls." Flynn said he 

ssM , '<£5®a*ss 

&2MIS . Flynn was adamans;?-* 


^Lrcraft when candidate Trump 
use his intelligence sources 
Russians did not carry out the 
hack. To support this theory Flynn advised, based on his experience, the 
United States Intelligence Community (USIC) was not capable of figuring it 
out. Gates opined that Flynn's assessment of the USIC derived from the 
negative way in which Flynn departed the USIC. Gates said Flynn had the 
most Russia contacts of anyone on the campaign and was in the best 
position to ask for the emails if they were out there. 
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Gates advised Trump Jr. and Manafort also had contacts with, "Russia 
types." Gates clarified by saying Manafort's connection with Russians was 
minimal aside from his relationship with Oleg Deripaska. Gates said 
Manafort primarily had contacts with Ukrainians. Gates recalled Manafort 
saying the hack was likely carried out by the Ukrainians, not the 
Russians, which parroted a narrative Kilimnik often supported. Kilimnik 
also opined the hack could have been perpetrated by Russian operatives in 
Ukraine. 

Gates said based on prior business dealings, Kushner had the best China 
contacts. Manafort and Gates had discussions pertaining to Kushner's 
Chinese contacts. Gates said there were numerous foreign requests to meet 
Trump after the nomination was secured. 

At some point, there was speculation the Mossad might have the emails. 
Gates said there was never any mention of the Saudis or the Emirates 
having the emails. Manafort was generally skeptical of any offers of 
information coming to the campaign's attention. 

For example, Gates said there was a group of realtors from Kyrgyzstan 
claiming to have information that may be of use to the campaign. The 
information pertained to foreign contributions to the Clinton campaign. 

Gates said he never heard about the emails or dirt from George 
Papadopoulos. 

Gates said, during the campaign, Trump and Manafort talked to Sean 
Hannity in their offices often. 
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Document iD: 0.7.4249.603642 

From: I 

To: Rick Gated 

Cc: 1 - 

Bcc: 


? 
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From :j 

tq i —i 

Subject; kg; Gates 

Date: Wed, 15 Jun 2016 21:19:43 +0000 
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On Jun 15, 2016, at 5:10 PM. I K vrote: 

| 


need Jared e-mail...R 


Fronj | b6 

- b7C 

T ° l ~l | 

Subject: Re: Gates 

Date: Wed, 15 Jun 2016 20:30:35 +0000 
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On Jun 15, 2016, at 3:30 PM 

I need contact infor for | 

s ns&d contact info for Jared 

R. 
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